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List of possible common issues for the all-ACP-EU negotiations

It is for the ACP to decide its own trade policy objectives at national, regional and all-ACP levels.  However, the Cotonou Agreement and previous studies have indicated some potential common issues for all-ACP-EU level negotiation such as: 

-objectives, principles and procedures for negotiating with the EU

-overall structure and format of future trade arrangements 

-establishment of a common framework

-phasing of the negotiations

-product coverage and transitional periods with respect to the establishment of the EPA (ensuring sufficient flexibility, transition periods and possibilities for derogation)

-scope for special and differential treatment provisions

-status of LLDCs and Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and small economies as well as single commodity producers

-implications of the WTO negotiations on the EPA negotiations and possible content of future trade arrangements 

-agricultural concerns, notably evaluation of the impact of the reform of the EU’s Common Agriculture Policy and its future evolution on agricultural exports, development of the agricultural sector and value added agro-processing, future treatment of the products currently covered by the commodity protocols, and possibilities of products or sectors exemptions from liberalisation (e.g. conditions for exclusion or temporary protection)

-remaining peak tariffs, escalating tariff structures and other barriers to trade impeding ACP exports to the EU

-elaboration of a framework agreement on trade in services
-determination of common rules of origin and other trade facilitation issues
-trade related concerns such as investment, competition, standards and certifications, intellectual property and sanitary and phytosanitary standards

-loss of fiscal revenues

-transfer of technology 

-encouragement of EC investments into the ACP

-consultation and dispute settlement procedures

-maritime transport

-trade and environment 

-trade and labour standards

-appropriate development strategies

-support measures from the EU to address ACP supply-side constraints and increase competitiveness

-common capacity building initiatives for institutional strengthening and trade facilitation

-capacity building in the public and private sector of the ACP countries with a view to enhance their ability to define and implement appropriate regional and multilateral trade strategies and policies

-measures to enhance competitiveness, to strengthen regional organisations and to support regional trade integration initiatives, where appropriate with assistance to budgetary adjustment and fiscal reform, as well as to upgrade infrastructure, and to improve investment

-ensuring effective EU implementation and disbursement mechanisms for financial and other types of support
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