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Introduction

The EU-LDC Network aims to contribute to constructive and informed dialogue that addresses issues of concern to the many groups that influence or are affected by economic relations between Europe and developing countries. These issues, as the topic of this conference illustrates, are of great importance and considerable complexity. This implies that to arrive at the sought after dialogue, two essential elements are required:

· a medium through which individuals, groups or organisations from a wide range of backgrounds and expertise can share their information, analysis and views; and

· the forethought to anticipate the issues that will be of concern, in order that the research necessary to respond to questions raised will be available when they arise.

It is in this spirit that the conference has been held. The conference participants, who include academics, policy makers and representative of civil society organisations coming from both developed and developing regions, have contributed a broad scope of perspectives to the discussions stimulated by each of presentations made. Another paper by Ulrich Hiemenz provides a summary of the discussions and presentations, highlighting some of the key observations that have been made. This note attempts to set out some of the lessons that can be drawn from the conference and to highlight key issues for the future agenda where further information/research is required. It points, also, to how the EU-LDC Network, through its activities, may be effective in contributing to future dialogue on these areas.

Tasks for the EU-LDC Network

In setting out the context of the conference, two key areas for discussion where highlighted:

· what may, and may not, happen in the context of the WTO Round;

· how might this impact upon poverty reduction?

As was to be expected in addressing these, a series of issues and questions have been raised, of which those that seem to be of highest priority are set out in the following table.

The table shows four main topics that have featured in the conference discussions. For each topic, the table gives a number of issues/questions that have been identified as requiring further research (economic trajectory - issues), as are the issues/implications for the multilateral trade negotiation process from addressing these (politics of negotiation – issues). Finally the table points to ways in which the Network may play a role in encouraging research, diffusing information and prompting debate of the subjects that have been raised.

Tasks for the EU-LDC Network


Economic Trajectory
Politics of Negotiation

Topics
Issues
Network Role
Issues
Network Role

Capacity 

Building
Improved capacity to determine:

1. medium term economic trajectory;

2. how to reduce poverty;

3. policy implications inter alia for trade
1. There is a major role for regional focal points

2. Provide an exchange forum for research results via conferences and web discussion groups

3. Sensitise policy makers and opinion formers via newsletter, web
1. More effective participation by governments, civil society

2. Better links between:

Geneva and home govt, Northern and Southern opinion formers.


1. Spreading information on evolution of negotiations via web and newsletter

2. Linking WTO agenda to:

analysis on strategies for poverty reduction and trade

WTO’s relative place
1. What rules do/will/should affect key sectors?

2. Who is making them: public or private; Multilateral or regional?

3. What are the relative merits of alternative fora?

Articulating developing country demands to increase feasibility of mutual gains


SDT(a)

1. Do WTO sub-groups have similar interests?

2. Do these justify differentiated rules?

3. Which groups & what differentiation?

1. Objective criteria for sub-groups

2. Application of fundamental analysis to WTO specifics


Key areas
TBT, SPS, Services, NTC (b)

1. What is the development interest?

2. How can they be articulated?

Assessing implications of emerging proposals


(a) Special and Differential Treatment

(b) Technical Barriers to Trade, Sanitary and PhytoSanitary measures, Services, and Non Trade Concerns

summingupCS-PB
summingupCS-PB

